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Advocate’s Guide to the SSI Extension Law for 
Humanitarian Immigrants Facing the Loss of their SSI in October 2011 

 
Many asylees, refugees, and other humanitarian 
immigrants1 have begun receiving letters from 
Social Security informing them that their SSI 
benefits will end in October 2011.  A copy of 
the notice is shown to the right.   
 
Starting on October 1, 2011, an estimated 2000 
humanitarian immigrants will lose their SSI as a 
result of the expiration of the SSI Extension for 
Elderly and Disabled Refugees Act (Public Law 
110-328).  An estimated 250 additional 
immigrants will lose their SSI each month after 
that.   
 
This law, which went into effect on October 1, 
2008, temporarily allowed many humanitarian 
immigrants to receive up to 10 years of SSI 
from the date they obtained their status.  
Previously, they were limited to only seven 
years.  But on October 1, 2011, the SSI 
Extension law will sunset and the limit will 
reset to seven years. 
 
 
Which humanitarian immigrants will 
continue to receive SSI after October 1, 
2011? 

Which humanitarian immigrants will 
have their SSI terminated on October 1, 
2011? 

Immigrants who have had their status for 
less than seven years.  For refugees, the 
clock started ticking when they entered the 
country.  For asylees, the clock started 
ticking when they became asylees. 

Immigrants who have had their status for 
seven years or more.  It does not matter 
how long they have been receiving SSI or 
whether or not they have a pending 
naturalization application. 

 
 

1. If my SSI will end on October 1, 2011, what can I do? 
 
You can file to naturalize as a U.S. citizen once you become eligible to apply.  Generally, you 
must be a lawful permanent resident (LPR) for four years and nine months before applying to 
naturalize.  However, you may wish to consult an immigration attorney for more information.  In 
addition, if you have any concerns regarding whether to file a naturalization application, such as 
a criminal record, you may wish to consult an immigration attorney.   
 

                                                 
1 Humanitarian immigrants eligible for SSI are: refugees, asylees, immigrants whose deportation or removal 
proceedings have been withheld, Haitian/ Cuban Entrants, and Amerasians.  
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If you cannot afford to pay the fee to apply for naturalization, you should request a fee waiver 
with your application.  Asylees, refugees, and other humanitarian immigrants who receive SSI 
now (or have received SSI in the past) are likely to be excused from application fees if they 
request a fee waiver.     
 
If you are subject to the seven-year limit, you are eligible to receive “expedited” (fast) processing 
of your application.  If you have been waiting for more than six months, call CIS at 1-800-375-
5283 and ask for your application to be expedited because you are subject to the seven-year limit 
and are in the “Kaplan class.”   
 
If you have not yet applied for a green card or citizenship, tell CIS when you apply that your 
application should be expedited because you are subject to the seven-year limit and are in the 
“Kaplan class.” 
 

2. Are there other benefits other than SSI that I may receive if I no longer qualify for 
SSI? 

 
Different states have different programs and rules about who is eligible for other programs.  For 
example, if you are no longer eligible to receive SSI, you may still be eligible to receive food 
stamps (also known as SNAP benefits) and Medicaid depending on what state you live in. 
 
You may also receive some amount of cash assistance depending on what state you live in.  
Please contact your local legal services, legal aid office or advocacy organization to assist you 
with any additional questions you have. 
 
 

3. The Social Security Administration says that I have reached my seven-year limit, 
but I disagree.  What should I do? 

 
If SSA believes that you are no longer eligible for SSI, they will send you a letter terminating 
your SSI.  If you disagree with how they calculated your seven-year limit, you may request that 
SSA reconsider their decision to terminate your SSI benefits if you have any reason to believe 
the termination was an error.  If you appeal this termination notice within 15 days of the date of 
the notice, your SSI will continue while the appeal is pending. 
 
If you lose your appeal, SSA may ask you to pay back the SSI that you receive while your appeal 
is pending.  If SSA asks you to repay, you can ask SSA to waive the overpayment.  While your 
request for a waiver is pending, SSA will not try to ask you to pay back the money.   
 
 
Advocates continue to push Congress to improve the SSI program for asylees, refugees, and 
other humanitarian immigrants.  Changes in federal law will, of course, change the advice 
provided in this document. 
 
More information regarding the SSI extension law, can be found at Social Security’s  
Programs Operating Manual (POMS) § SI 00502.301. 


