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The Governor’s Proposed Budget Is Harmful to Seniors’ Health 
 
The Governor’s proposed budget includes deep cuts to the Pennsylvania Department of Public 
Welfare’s (DPW’s) budget that will seriously harm seniors’ health.  The Pennsylvania General 
Assembly has warned that it may cut even more funding from DPW’s budget to restore proposed 
funding cuts in other areas. 
 
� The Governor’s proposed budget will eliminate funding for dentures for low-

income Pennsylvania seniors.  The budget eliminates Medicaid coverage for dentures 
and other dental services, including crowns and periodontal services.  A lack of dentures 
makes it difficult to eat, leading to nutritional and other serious medical problems.  
Dentures and other dental services are not covered by Medicare.  If this budget were 
adopted, low-income seniors in Pennsylvania would have no way of obtaining the 
dentures they need.  This proposal is extreme.  More than thirty states provide Medicaid 
coverage for dentures, including the neighboring states of New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
West Virginia, and Maryland. 

 
� The Governor’s proposed budget will significantly reduce seniors’ access to the 

medications that their doctors prescribe.  The budget would limit all adults who 
receive Medicaid to six prescriptions per month.  Many chronically ill seniors who rely 
on Medicaid for prescription drug coverage will be denied coverage when they go to 
pharmacies to fill additional prescriptions.  There will be a burdensome exceptions 
process that will force doctors for seniors to submit additional paperwork to DPW to 
justify the prescriptions.  Some seniors may not know how to navigate the red tape and 
bureaucracy, and some seniors who do seek exceptions may receive denials, forcing 
them to forgo needed medications.  Even under the best scenarios, the Governor’s budget 
will compromise seniors’ health by creating unnecessary delays while inserting state 
government into seniors’ relationships with their doctors. 

 
� The Governor’s proposed budget will eliminate funding for many social services 

programs that allow seniors to live independently.  The budget eliminates funding for 
the Human Services Development Fund entirely.  This Fund pays for local social service 
programs for seniors such as senior centers and the popular Meals on Wheels program 
that delivers food to homebound Pennsylvanians.  Without this funding, these critical 
programs may be eliminated. 

 
For more information, please contact Kristen Dama via e-mail at kdama@clsphila.org or via 
telephone at (215) 981-3782. 


