
Oppose HB 1251. 
 

Turning Low-Level Offenders into Felons Is  
Costly and Unnecessary. 

 
Welfare Fraud is Already Appropriately Punished. 

 
House Bill 1251 (Toohil) would lower the dollar amount at which welfare fraud becomes a 
felony from $3,000 to $1,000.  It would also increase penalties for less than $1,000 of fraud, 
from a third degree misdemeanor to a first degree misdemeanor.  The bill would increase the 
ranks of Pennsylvania’s felons, increasing the state’s costs for incarceration and making it 
significantly harder for ex-offenders to find a job. 
 
 

Fraud amount Current Law HB 1251 

Above $3,000 3rd Degree Felony 
Imprisonment up to 7 years 

$1,500 to $3,000 1st Degree Misdemeanor 
Imprisonment up to 5 years 

$1,000 to $1,499 2nd Degree Misdemeanor 
Imprisonment up to 2 years 

3rd Degree Felony 
Imprisonment up to 7 years 

Under $1,000 3rd Degree Misdemeanor 
Imprisonment up to 1 year 

1st Degree Misdemeanor 
Imprisonment up to 5 years 

 
 
• Welfare fraud already carries the serious penalties of disqualification and restitution.   

o Current law acknowledges the seriousness of welfare fraud by automatically 
disqualifying perpetrators upon conviction.   

o Perpetrators must also pay full restitution in addition to court costs.   
 
• The bill would authorize seven years of incarceration for $1,000 of fraud.  Current law 

allows for two years’ imprisonment – already a very significant deterrent.  There is no 
evidence that increasing the penalty will deter more fraud.  

 
• The bill would authorize five years of incarceration for $1 of fraud.  Current law allows 

incarceration up to one year. 
 
• This bill will increase Pennsylvania’s prison population, at an annual cost of $33,000 

per offender.  Pennsylvania cannot afford to expand its prison population for such non-
violent offenses of under $3,000. 

 
• Branding people as felons makes it much harder for them to get jobs or housing, 

pushing them farther out of the mainstream.  Many employers are unwilling to hire 
anyone with a felony record.  If individuals cannot get jobs, they will have trouble paying 
restitution and getting back on track.   
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